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CHAPTER XLVL
The Astral Alarm.

R. ALDEN had several days of|D
haunting
missries of Black Order porsc-
Nothing untoward had

freedom  from the

cution.
happened to Myra, and events wara %
quiet and orderly that the physician be-

' gan to pick up hope that his uitra-violet
raya had ‘ndeed accomplished the de-
struction of the evil genius who pre-

slded over (he btand of Devll Wor-
shipers.

Mrs. Maynard, anxious to free her
mind of the distractions, was jubilage.

ghe confided te Arthur Varncy, dur-
fng a family motor ride through thm
suburba.

“I am u3 glad, Arthur, These last
fow weeks have heen .hwornan:‘g‘h;-

than the week my husban od,
’l‘;:“ Alden has bee ver% thoupihttul,
very gallant in his friends ip for Myra,
fn her trouble. But, my dear Arthur,
1 confess that he Irritates me wiia hia
continual seiencel!™

Varney nodded soothingly.

There wnas a faint suggestion of &
rmile, an he watched vra through
the corners of hin oyea.

‘Bolence 1y all very well In a labora~
forg or A coliege room, but In uevery-
dﬁ' Iu‘eﬂlt i)ec&'ur.en a declded bore!™
yra Mushed. {

Bhe turned sYarply, as she retorted:
“Arthur, this very antonmobile waa In-
vented by =clentiie men, not by idlsra
who were always looking for good
times, It la true that the autumoblle
Elves more pleasurs to stupld, lasy, du-
pothings with money than anyono else.
* s & \Why don't you try to do some-
with thr bralns, the health, and

L1l

thin,
the ﬁnnr‘la thut God gave yYou, Arthur?

Varney's confugion conquercd his
usual comp'reency, but Mrs, Maynard
interrupted tactfully, ]

“You nure out of humer, my dear,
salil Myra's mbther, gently. “You
could not uave slept very well lust
night!™ .

gl)'ra noddcd her head. She drew her
litth: hand acoross her brow as though
she suftered from a headache.

“You guessed right, 1naother' she
“I nave haid the most unplesasant
| 1 feel more eoxhousted
each morning than I do at night when
I retire. 1 wish 1 could forget all this
harrible stul.™

“What vou necd, my dear, is n chango
of seene. [ hnve half a mind to pack
our trunis,” her mother deciared, “and
simply disappear with you. Wa will 30
away for a few neonths and not allow
anyone in the wgrld to know where we
have gone.™

Varney looked at her anxiously.

“Not even me?"

“No, not even you, Arthur, for there
g no telllng who may read your mind,"”
Mrs. Maynard replied. ‘‘These terrible
creaturcs, whoever they are, seem Lo
know everything, no matter how secret
it is kept!’

Varney shook his head, belittling the

physician ran his fingers up and down
L]

the wires. L
He had been too busy instructin
In mesistant in the delicate task o

arranging the connections to explain
the nature of the instrument. ut
now, satisfled with his preparationas,
hg_ turned toward her with a amlile,

Well, we are reandy for the astral
travelers!” he exclalmed. “This wir-
Ing Is coated with a chemical called
sylphide of calclum—a substance tha
ows In the presence of an astra
ody. So this Is the Important part
of our alarm.”"~

He turned toward the butler and
hise workman-assistant.

"It Is all right,” he sald. “You may
EO now."

When they had left the room he
took from a grip a small selenium
cell, such am used In electrical experi-

menta] laboratorles. This he placed
on the MNoor near yra's dressing
table. By its side he lald a storage

battery and a small electric bell. .
e "This cell” pald, pointing to the
contalning case, “In mo dellcate that
it will not let electricity pass through
ft In the dark, But Its composition
Is such that In the light it will con-
uct a current. Ho, you may pea how
this can be utilized.”
/ He conducted the storage battery
with the bell, and attached the wires
to the tiny tabs on the saide of the
selenium cell care, Then he removed
the cover, allowing the light to-strike
the sensitized nlf
b;ll‘rlera was a jangling of the electrie
.
Myra clapped her hands as delight-

edly as a child with a new toy.
"Oh, that's wonderful!" shs eojacu-
Inted. “Mut how about that with the

natrnl bodles?" i

"There's the point-“if an astral body,
or more than one, should eome to this
room, thae wire sereen coated with sul-
plilde of enlelum will glow., The light
will fall on the selenlum eell-whose
lid you are to remove, when. you have
turned the lights off—and that will con-
noct with this outalde wire, That lcads
directly to my rooms, and will ring a
warning bell there, to let me know! Bo,
have no fear, for tonlght I will be
able to not.'

Mra, Maynard shook her head hope-
leasly when they tried to explain the
apparalus Lo her,

“I can't believe such things,'” &ha
sald, “You muy be sure that I will
tell no one about it, beennsa they wonld
think me very sllly (o even allow you
to put it In the house."

Alden and Myra exchanged smiles, and
went downstairs to enioy thelr after-
noon ten without further efforts to
convert her.

CHAPTER XLVIL
The Master Instructs.

ITHIN the diemal quarters of
the Black order an unwonted
alr of excitement was no-

brethren.

ticeably among the ewvil

ing carneatly with Arthur Varney, now

danger. Ho hnd his own reasons for 4 2
.not desiring Myra's disappearance from |§atbed like the others in the flowing
the #ceng et this juncture. black robe and hood.

“I wouldn't do It,” he sald. *“Dr, Al-] Buddenly the ecrash of the Master's

don Aeclares that hia Invender lght, or
whatever he calls them, have killed the
ringleader. The doctor ought to know.
And it would be better for you to
rest right here in your own home than
take chances i{n so'me atrange place.
But he was plainly unrasy on the mat-
ter. When they returied home they
found Payson Alden walting for them,

| Varney made his excuses nnd rode on

downtown to hig club. The physician,
awaiting his departure, impatiently, now
brought up a plan upon which he had
ieen working ror some time,

The story of Myra's unpleasant dreams
emphnasized to him the need for prompt
actlon,

Her romembrance of the drpams was
unusually clear, They had been recur-

ring for three nights In succession,
withcut change In the curious pan-
tomime. A group of blnck-garbed men

Jind seem to float through the alr, to

ney bedslde, she told the doctor. There
they stood throughout the night, wav-
ing their hands toward her in rythmic
cadonoo,

Bhe demonstrated with serpentine

movements of her own Qhands. Alden
nodded understandingly.

“Those are¢ hypnotie passes'' he de-
clared. “It {8 just as 1 have suspected.
fhey have exhausted all the simpler
forms of black magle, Now Lhey are re-
rorting to astral visitationa in groups,
Those were not the phantasies of trou-
Tied dreams, Thome were the astral
bodiea of the Black Lodge members,
gent upon a definite mission by that
cunning scroundrel, the High Master.”

Myra's face paled, for her recent ex-

erience with the astral whereby she
Jhnd so nearly lost her own soul, Was
gtill a bitter memory.

“What can I do, Doctor? I am =0
frightened of It all, even though I have
tried to be brave!" srler slender white
fingors trembled, as she nervously in-
tertwined them,

“You succeeded in being braver than
any man would ever have been, under
such frightful clrcumatances,” retorted
the doctor encouragingly. “‘Just keep
up that good spirit & bit longer. The
gtudy of years I8 now coming In han-
‘diep than ever. One of the newest in-
ventions of psychical research will warn
us of thig danger. It will notify you
when the unseen bodles are hovering
about you, but will warn me, aa well,
‘back In my home. Then I will be ready
10 protect you.'

He clasped the little hands with an in.
sigorating Airmness, as he looked down
cheerily into the big blue eyes,

“How ean that be?' demanded Myra,
cheered in spite of her haunting pre-
monition of new peril

“T will show you inside of an hour,
1 must first telephone to my assistant,
Dan, He will bring the things over
here. May I start te work on them
at once, then?"

“Surely, Doctor,” nagreed the girl
"But we must absolutely pledge poor
mother to secrecy, for she makeas
such dear stupld blunders. BShe has
spolled so many of your plans, and
yet you are always so patient with
her.”

Alden smiled generously.

*Your mother is ltk'}nncarly every-

one else. Desplte at we have
ahown her, she atill doubts, And she
must tell her doubts to others. 1
am afrald that there |8 a ‘leak’ in
mformation. somewhere about the
wuse. After this, we must be very
wreful with the servants. Willis, the

bytler, 1 the only one 1 really trust.”

Bo It was that In little over an hour
~ workman, who had announced to
‘hie mald that he came from the elec-
ric light company to make some re-
walre, appeared In the library carry-
ing & heavy bundle of apparatus.

Kl:lun. after swearing Mra. May-
mard to absolute sllence, sent him
reound the house to adjust a special
‘vire to the roof, directly over Myra's
window,

This connectlon was brought incon-
vpleuously Into the room, and carried
Jong the wnall to n three-paneled
wreen which had heen arranged near
Myra's bed. One side of this screen
was of ovdinary appearance—a deco-
vatlon of emhbroidered Jonpanese silk.
But on the other, the face nearest the
hed, were hundreds of dellcate ver-
tical wires n quarter of an inch apart.

running parallel with each other
from the top to the bottom cross-
plece

v *hocwe pae the

]

gong resounded tinrough the eerle room,
Seven times It wos struck, and, the
ymembers towed toward the swinging
!curlalnu which shut off thia compart-
I'ment frem the inner reom of their
ruler. This elgnal meant s secret. sem-
slon of the most trusty workers of the
sect; it wus a call (o the pit of the
cofflins, far underzround,

| Varney, the leader ang four other
| members exchanged the slgn of the or-
der, thumbs up, fist clenched against

fNats, and then waiked slowly through a
llow door in the rear of the councll
room. This waa shut anu barred |
hind them, as though to guard against
even the curlosity of the remaining
brothers.

Within the eoffin room, where stand-
Ing on end were -thirteen grewsome
caskets arranged in a cirele, the six
membirs m;:]-{t to u‘:lult the appearance
of thelr gulding s L.

rsnddl-nly oneuol'p the coffin lide flew
open, sideways, like n door,

he sardonic features of the High
Master woere disclosed, in the curious
crimson glow which niways seemed to
hover nbout him in the lodge rooms,

Me leered, with keen scrutiny of the
averted faces, an he returined the
bolical sign of the noclety,

“‘Are you reauy for the last step in
the mystery of the handa?’ he naked.

"Yea, master. Yet we are weary
from the atruggles of the last three
nights!” answered one of the kneeling
men.

“you will be wearier still, from thia
night's work,"' snarled their ruler. “But
this will be the end. 1 have no pisce
for weary idlera here, And there ia no
place for Black Order brethren to 50
from this counuil but to death, Ll
30. bewnre of disobedience!"

The members howed.

The master seated himself upon
coffin, and beckcned to the leader
the cereimnonied

“Lie upon ths floor!"” he commanded,

His order was obeyed. although with
evident noprehension of what waa to
follow. The master waved hls hands
toward two of ithe brothers, as he spoke
to Varney,

“Hypnotize them, and bring forth
thelr astrals!” he ordered curtly, *I
will do so with the other two.”

Varney stood before one of the men.
A few dexterous passes of his hands
and the skill?ul pressure between the
eves of a tense thumb cauned the sub-
ject to pass into the cataleptic condition
which was the preliminary of the pro-
jectlon. The second man responded
readily, as did the third and fourth un-
der the master's manipulations. 8o
practiced in this uncannv work were
they, and 80 used to the mental doml-
nance of the master, that the mesmerie
effeot wus nlmost mechanleal in Its
prompt responie to suggestion.

The master now pressed the fore-
heads of all four, In turn. He walked
toward the recumbent flgure of the
leader of coremonies, and waved Var-
ney to one side of the room.

‘0t vour astrmls come forth!™ he
erled with strident tones, "1 eommand
vou to walk to the side of Brother
Zeln!"

Varney was watching intently, mys-
tified at what wns to ensue. TUnhyp-
notized himself, the separation of the
apirit from the fleshly bodlea was In-
visible to him.

“Now, two stnnd on elther slde!" eall-
ed the mnoter, “Place vour astral
hnands above Brother Zela and Uft! Tift!
1Are!

Varney had never seen anirit levita.
tion of material ahjects before, He was
astounded to soa the form of Lhe leader
suddenly risa n few feet from the
ground, unsupported by any -visible
things. He turned to look at the stiff,
unconecioua flgures of the four men.
They hardly ecemed. breathing: there
was no indlcation of muscular activity
in thelr rigid limbs,

"“Now bLear him to the wside of the
chambor " scomninnded the master,

The body, flonting as it seemad, on
space, was borne In the direction indl-
cated by his peremptory gesture,

“Now! The supreme test of the astral

strengih!” ealled the ruler., *"Use all
your forces—rine from the und and
fier him with »ou! There—t I LAft!

Lige : ‘

The strange right of the leader's body
being raised against the high vaultsd
relline af the great room sent a thrill

of horror through Varney, used an he
was to such pupernatural scenes.

A word from the master, and the
leader was brought back to the spot
I'Him which he had been ralsed. he
ruler walked toward the four taut
figures, snapped his Angers sharply
baefore thelr eyep, and the sleeping
faces twitched.

“Awake!" he commanded. “Awake!"

Thelr eyes opened, and they gazed
about them In surp 1ne.

“It In succesaful!" gloated the mas-
ter. “I have taught you well, To-
night we will succeed, for we have
brought to our resource the greatest
power of the physical world, eombin-
ed with my psyohle strength!"

The men shuddered, and ruhbed thelr
arms, as though they ached from some
tremendous siraining of the munscles,
The master gave thom minute Instrue.
tlon for the task of the coming hours,
and Varney gave etrict heed to the
important detalls which were his to
consummate,

w L] L] . L] L -

Alden was busy working in hie bed-
room. He had attached a new electrio
wire to n wali lnmp, which had been

The leader of ceremonies was talk-

~ ALDEN WAS AWAKENED BY THE TELEPHANL,

lants and Nowuring shrubs which hnd

een the eapccinl pride of Myra's father
In his strange lfe of seclusion and
study. 'The whole lowsr floor of lliﬂl
houre was transformed into a veritabla
falry bower, while the gay young pes-
iy’ danced in dhe fdrefang  room,
through a garlanded doorway into the
musle room.

M:ra, however, was tho falrest hlos-
pom of them ali. Alden’s gloved hand
trembled as he held hers. feasting his
eyes un&n the sweet vision of maldenly
loveliness,

Her alorloun wealth of golden hair
was coiffod simply, yet so alluringly
thut he longed to caresn L.

The Ivory shoulders zleagiod hewitch-
ingly through the shimmering folds of

#ilk, The dopthe of those azdars orba,
turned up so Joyourly to his ardent
glange, sceimed more  ‘mmansirable

than the arch of & summer Py,
“I'm o0 gind you have come' Myra

told him.” My dapce order has mnrde
me most unpopular, for L have selilihly
insisted on anving severinl walimeys for

you, my Lord Tardiness *
“f could not help belng late,”” Allen
apologized, “far there were silll some

adjusted in such A way as to throw
a ray of lght upon the plllows of his

An electric Tell was affixed fo the
wall, ¢ beneath the lmmp, At last
he meemed satlsfled with his arrenge-

ments,

"Now, let them bring on thelr as-
Lrals!" he exclaimed, lighting a clgar-
etts, to walk avout the room, surveying
his handicraft from different angles,

As if in answer to his challenge the
bell suddenly jingled, while the electric
torch miowed.

“Great Bcott!" he muttered, making
sure that he had not given his appa-
ratus & cross circult.” It la from the
other end of the wire. Yet, it Is not
dark yet. They can hardly have sent
& visitation at thia time."

He was perturbed, however. He ran
toward the telephone and was soon tulk-
ing to Myra,

“What has happened?’ was his anx-
lous greeting.

He waa angwered with a slivery laugh,

“Oh, ho; Ha, ha! How ridiculous!"

“Hut, I don't understand? Has any-
thing frightencd you?' he peraisted.

Y’u it has!"” was the surprising re-
ply.,” And a very horrible beast, sir!
It was a mouan! It ran across by beds
room floor and made me clamber up on
& table, 1 ha'l to call Willls to the
reacue!"

Alden was astounded.

“But'l got tha slgnal that an astral
body was in the room. Go look at that
peltnium cell, to see If it has been dis-
turbed,”” he said, Myra did so, and re-

rted thilt Wiilir had taken the lid off

hunt for the little gray miscreant,

“"Well, keep It covered untll you go
to bed, T'm glad it was nothing more
sefious, T'll see you at the dance to-
night, however GCood-by."

He rang off, Inughimg, “‘Not a bad
way at all, for testing the wires,” he
teld himeelf. Then he made cortain
memoranda for his night's work.,

And back within the unholy salitude
of leaden-lined chamber, the high maa-
ter of the Devil Worshippers was even
::Iu?tt-ier in planning his own line of ac-

vities.

CHAPTER XLVIIL
The Treacherous Varney,
HE Maynard mansion never
* looked more beautiful than It
did when Payson Alden ar-
rived that night. Mrs, Maynard
was entertalning a number of the g'rl's
frienda with that conservative yat
charming hospitality which was so
characteristic of the real aristocrat.
The music room was festoonad with
smilax, the walls decorated with flow.

ers, and the gardensr had brought in
from the oconservatory of the eatate
A& Ereat array of the exquisite potted

thinga to figure out, to make arrunge-

ments for uweck action In cas: our
alarm should * * *

A warning in the blu® eyes Inter-
rupted him. Arthur Varney had ap-

oached thon, his handrome features
ushed with the Jealuous ansor which
burned within,

“My dance, Myra,” he began, impa-
tiently,” and It i half over now,
Hurry now!'

Alden  restrained  with  difficuliy a

thoroughly excurable sn.dle: the lrrita-
tion of the gther man was In 2 senee o
compliment to himself.

And during the dances that follownd
he became more and more ansvred that
Myra's preference for him was sin-
cere enoukh to mive hia rival good rea-
gon for answely.

During one of these heavenly wnallzes
he did not c¢bserve the uctlons of the
other man, whe deliberntely evaded a
dance with an Impatient girl at the far
end the drawing room. Varney, with
a quick look about to see If he were
observed, walked Into the cupty -
brary.

H t down in the big chair near the
telefrhone battery-hox, adjusted on the
baseboanl of the wall, near the floor,
With a quick moevement he leancd for-

ward and Inserted a tiny wedygs of
wood between the small clappe: and
the bell,

Half an hour lator he repeated this
operation, with cqual secrecy, on the
other extension,

Than he joined Myra and her mother,
:;letur bade good night to the happy

8,

Aldep longed for a farewell word
with the girl, alone, but Vamey was
too ublquitous, The other man watched
e‘\'erf move he made, and was tenacjous
in his attendance.

8o the physician satlsfled himsel( with
a wenlth of meaning fn his glance ns he
ghook lhands for the third time,

“Telephone ma at once if you have
any trouble,” he sald, ns he went awny,
And Varney bit his lip with a droll
light in his eyes Ho followed the
n}‘lmrtu shortly. ¥lis manner was trium-
phant,

The danecing head tired Myra mo
than she realized, ™

“Well, mother dear,'” she exclaimed,
after the doors and windows on the
lower floor had heen seeurely locked
by the cautious Willls, “'I feel as though
1 could sleep for a week, without
dreams, this time."”

"I hope so, child,”” sald her mother
tenderly, “You have gone through
dreadful expericnees fopr a glrl of your
age, [ hope It will soon end—these
thines leave #cars on the memay
which never really heal."

Myra wan scon In bed, apnd had ol
most drifted to sleep when she suddent,
remembered that the relenium cell had
not been uncoverad. Fhe sprang to the
floor nnd arranged it carefully, in tho
darkenad roo with shades drawn to
exolude even the moon's I'ltl

Then, like & child tired with too much
play. she relaxed, (oo exhaustea Lo

[

MYRA SEEMED 'I'G'H.Oﬁ'rﬂ

worry over the threats of future tiou-
ble which had usually kept her sicep-
lesa fur hours. :

L] L] L] L] - L] L]

In the lead-lined chambey of the mf.h
Master, Arthur Varne; stood before the
unconscious figure of the evil poatiff,
P‘Itlho had commnanded him to- hypnotine

m.

Many minutea he walted, unti]l at last
the features of the coarss face twitoncd
and the black eyes opened,

“I visited her room, in the astral,

Varney, All Is ready. She has left her
window open. Now go, at once, with
the brethren. Do not delay. No one

hnows of this, I am certain,” =ald the
Mastoar proudly.

But even as he was rpeaking Payson
Alden sat up In bed with n start. The
wnll light sent It sharp rava ints his
slecpy eyes, and tho eleetric bell had
barely censed Its Jangling.

"Gireat Beott! he astral alarm** he
cried, as he ran townrd the telephone,

He jorked the récelver from ita hook
in n frenny n? terror for » girl's
safely, There was a provoking delay
before the ceniral n‘varnlrlr gava the
provoking reply: “*Tlie party doesn’t

unswor, sir. You had better wait until
merning.”

“Try again!” he exclaimed.. "It s &
mantter of life and death! Hurry!"

But ne response rewurded his Impa-
tience, J

At lust he hung up the recelver, He
wap certaln thut something more grave
than he had eoanjectured must have ocs
currevl In the blg house If not a slngle

| ®oul were there to avswer the call

Ho hurrledly donned his clothes,
plnced a revolver In the pockei of his
ulster, drew on an ¢ld hat, and ran from
the house,

It was very quiet In the semi-aub-
urban district in which the Maynard
estate waa located. Hut the shadea
#ireet was not as deserted as wWas its
usual wont, in this early hour of the

morning.

reat black limousine, driven with

A
nnluﬁm engines, had come to a stop

on the otreet, sheltered f(rom Lhe view
of the house by somg broad-spreading
beech trees,

Arthur varney, with his neck and
chin covered wWith a black slik muiner,
was the first to step out of the car.
HBehind him came the leader of
Hiack Order ceremonials.

pavement and stood together in a whis-
pered conference,

"It l, L
Master!" sald Varney,
wateh in the dim lHght from the auto-

mobile's side lamp. "UGet back into the

machine, and we will com-
manded Varney,

The four men obeved, as VAarney
clambered into the limousine behind
them.

‘There In the darkness he gave sirange
commands, and made the manupl ges-

begin: *

turea which had been taught him by

the Master. The four men weres soon
eataleptic and he spoke to them with

the tense, authoritative manner of his

chief.

“(3o to her bed room and will that

Bhe be levitated out of the window,” he

commanded. 1 will walt below!

There was no reply, But Varney waa
ecertain that the astral gorm had already
left the physical shells behina.
slipped from the car, and followed by

his sole remaining companion, Hrother
Zeln, cautiously advanced through the

shruhbery toward the summer house In
the garden,

ihe two men, with Taces muffied In
the folds of black handkerchiefsa, now

darted across a bare moonlit space, to

the shadowy refuge of the rustic sums
mer house.

“you wait here and I will carry her

to

A
with a spead Whic
tained in the beat days of college
proweag upon the athletic neld, was
speeding toward the Maynard home, his
heart sinking with every step that drew
him nearer,

It seeemd as though he would never
reach his goal.

Within Myra's bedroom the screen
suddenly began to glow with a dull
erimson glare!

‘The girl sjtrred uneasily in her
pleep, as the horrid dream of the past
three nights made t8 new visitation,
The waving hands of the Tfour dim
spirits seemed to quiet her, however, as
by a hyphotic spell.

Then it seemed to her that they were
exerting some new and dreadtul power
upon her, She felt as though each of
the eight sinewy hands were extended
in the shape of a huge magnet. bhe
was being drawn, drawn wi & terrt-
ble, burning force, which secemed to
tear at every muscle every bone, at
her very heart.

Payson Alden had reached his jour-
ney's end at last. The alght of the
black car caused him to w Ilp out his
revolver, and he peered cautiously in-
side. He saw arparently four slespers
or drunken mer

“What can it mean?' he thought. But
hs dismissed this mrglultr from his
mind, to rush through tha shrubbery
and toward the Maynard .

Arthur Varney tood beneath Myma's
window with hands extended, an tmﬁh
waiting for something to be "

sonn!” he commanded.
EI this time, Payson Alden, running
he had never at-

‘|over an unconacious form. ‘They  drew

the
Four other Brethren descended to the

he hour commanded by the
looking at his] 4

e

them, Alden saw the masked figure,
und darted Into the summer house.

A8 he did mo be bumped Into the
hiding Brother Zela.

The two men closed In a death grap-

ple.

Around the wooden floor of the strue-
lure they wstruggied nolselessly, A
fearing that & shot from his revolver
would warn the m honeath the win-

dow,

Buddenly from the open window above,
the figure of Myra Maynard seemed to
fioat out on space.

Slowly she appeared, in the dim Nght
of the meon, advancing from the orifice
mechanicully, inch by inch, as though
drawn  with ditficulty by an unseen
power,

Varney was Impatient!]

“Hurry!" he whispered.

HBut the inanimate body of the girl
was provokingly slow as It swung free
of the wall, aud then gradually came
nearer and nearer bo him.

Within the siimmer house the combat
grew moru furious,

Alden felt +he clutch of musciular
fingers at his vindpipe.

It seomed as though his ayes must pop
srom his head, his tongue cleave to his
throat, In that almost maniacal ;ruﬂ
Here was no unskilled battler iIn th
i!l-nd aclence of the profeasional strang-
er.

But, remembei:ng the training of gym-
vasium days, he suddenly mnn:od to
ket & "half-Nelscn® grip about the an-
tagonist's brawnr neck.

His right arm siid down, between the
other's shoulder blades, and hope sprang
anew In his heart.

He heard the crunch of a bone, as he
siowly twisted an arm, backward, and
Lhen upward, uotll hia opponent's wrist
was touching his own neck.

One arm at laxt free, Alden brought
Mt mround with mll the force he could
command, againyt the other's chin!

The flght was over!

He rose to hia ﬁel. peered toward ‘the
house, and to s horror saw
Maynard's sleeping body, clad In the
snimmering sllk night dress. clutched In
the arma of the masked man.

He drew a line on the fellow's head
with his revolver, but was astounded to
#see the olher run toward him.

“Past!"” waa the warning signal from
Myra's captor, an to his amasement, the
sleeping girl wag thrust into Alden's
own armas!

Then the other man dsappeared, run-
ning fleetly toward the entrance to the

driveway.

Alden, cautlously peering about, dls-
appeared with the girl in his arms,
miu_iln. about the corner of the house,

Varney bhad reached the automoblle
before he reallzed that something had
gong wrong with his ealculations. He
leap+d Into the car, anapped his fingers
in _the facea of the sleepers.

They rubbed thelr eyes, and sat up-
right, regarding him uneasily.

“SBomething {s the matter with Brother
Zela!" exclalmed Varney. “Come, we
must get him and the girl!"

The five now skulked cautiously over
the path whish Varney had taken he-
fore. As they reached the summer house,
he slippedq Into the shadow, stumbling

it out te the moonlight

He pulled back the black silk hand-
kerchief which: covered the features, to
| behold the bleeding, battered face of the
leader of ceremonles.

The man returned to his senses, too
weak for even a whisper.

“Quick, carry him to the car!™
manded Varney.

The four obeyed, returning through
the shrubbery,
Payson Alden had tried wainl
|nrnun someong at the rear door of the
{ house, He lifted Myra once more and
now rushed to the front veranda, al-

to

unnatural
shots, Bhe ascrea .

nard began to sob hyste
WAy
€0,

emply,
peared
grily chidi

~and in her night

about,

Maynard's ind
Myra hu:lu-n s

at_Dr. Alden’s handa!"

left hanpd
ed th

he sald stoleally.
into the door
In and have It
she crooned,

the tone of her voice,
caress of her soft :a"r:_i.the s

podrome, 8th st. and

| though he reall that this was a posi-
tion expased to the view of anyone on
tha Lhoroughfare,

| *"Bhe is hypnotized,” he muttered.
| “"How on earth did she get dowastalrs
this way, 1 wonder?" v

Hia efforte to awaken the girl were
no more successful than his attempt to
waken someone with In the house. He
did not know that even the front door
bell had been "doctored” by the cautious
Varney. ¥

He began to pound on the door with
the butt of his revolver.

Just then the big black autamobile
swung into view along the street,

Beveral figures sprang. to the ground
and started up the drive toward him.

Alden banged still more lustily upon
the door.

“Can they all be drugged?!’ he weon-
dered hopelessly. =

Then realizing that he was about to
be surrounded, he temderiy laid the un-
conaclous ri in the sheiter of the
brick pertico support, and advanced
toward the approaching figures.

He drew hin revolver and sent. a half
ozen shots at them In rapid succession.
The men retreated, on'the run. |hey
sprang into the car, and replying with

DARKEN GRAY
HAIR EASY, SAFE

New Treatment—Not a Dye.
Harmless. Turns Gray Hair
Dark and Lustrous.

If your hair ls gray, streaked with
gray, prematurely or ‘just turning
ray; It your halr Is falling: if you
ave dandruff and your head ltches,
simply shampoo your scalp and hair
an few times with Hay's Hair Health
Halr Color Restorer. Nothing else re-
quired. In a day or so all your gray
hair wiil turn_to its natural youthful |
dark shade, Eptire head of halr will!
become clean, fresh, lustrous, wavy,
thiek, soft, full of life, dark and

money should it fail.
e —

handsome. Hay's Halr Health |Is
harmleas, is not & dye, but acts on the|
roots, making halr edlthy sp the|
|gray hair paturally turnu‘bnutllullyi
idark, s0 evenly that -no one can tell
it has been used. Get a bottle for 5oc!
lor $1.00. Apply as directed on bottle,
If Hay's Halr Health don't darken
vour gray halr, 60c or §1 refunded.
Call or write Peeple's Drug Btore.

Dut-of-town folks supplied by parcel
poat.—Advt.

n

Modern Chiropody

Aftords Instant and satisfying

foot eomfort. Once you know Igt

value of our service you will

never again Igl:uto painful feet
nault

GEORGES & SON, Inc.

A volley from their own weapons, dls=-
apphroa from view, as the ocar plcked
up

A t'umoa In ‘disgust. Mrs. May-

nard, in a dresaing gown, had timidly
”".de the doorway, flanked by Wills.

u.ia:a.uko Myra Into the house!”

n.
girl had awakened from her
slum the fusiliiade of
and Mrs, May-
rically,
leaving th (h"n ?;:Tni"f Ctter
e three
G eav n utter
ut it was of no avall!
The chambers of his weapon were
and the machine had disap-
down tha street; he returned an-
himself at his careiess-
R the verands
veranda ste Mrs,
Maynard found her tongue, o
Why, Doctor Alden! What do you
mean by this outrageous conduct?
hat is Myra doln: out of the house
ress? Explain jit.”
Is head helnlullr
I don't know what it Is &ll
hat did you do, Miss Myra™
could explain nothing, Mra.
nation Increased, but
d her Impetuously.
r—mother!" she cried. "Look
n glanced down at his
and for the first time realis.
e b e 3 "Haare
"n -
though with pain, e A

“It In nothing but a flesh wound,”
us;ht it, and drew him

Alden turned

nesa in lol:lg\
As he moun

Alden shook
‘1 ean't!
w
The girl
“Mothe

The physicia

But Myra ca
wa

“Poor hand! You must come right

dressed—poor hand!”

And the pain, the run

were all repald a thouss e Jaseer,

sund times by

{To Be Continued 5!“ Bunday.)
See this ¢ today at the Hip-
N. Y. ave.—Advt

THE STORY OF THE
COAT COLLAR
DANDRUEF!

We often see well-dress-
ed men of otherwise splen-
did . appearance with coat
collars and shoulders marred
with the tiny grains of dan-
druff. Yet this disgisting
cqndition is easily remedied.
If the hair is given a good,
hard brushing daily and
Speiser's Scalp Tonic is
used in connection, dandruff
will soon disappear.

Above all things, avoid
preparations containing co-
coanut oil or alkalis. Foam-
ing solutions always contain
alkalis, as do all soaps.
They serve to dry out the
scalp and cause more harm
than good. Speiser's Scalp
Tonic. gives immediate relief
and its continued use soon
restores the scalp to its nat-
urally healthy condition. It
sells for 50c and can be ob-
tained only at O'Donnell’s
Drug Store, 904 F Street.
Mr. O'Donnell has such
faith in this preparation that
he offers to refund the
—Advt.
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Colorman

SCHMIDT

719721 13th St N. W
Beilders’ Exchange Bldg,

(Ceorridor Entrance),

Ve are at your
nervice,

1214 F St N. W.
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